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Abstract Communication remains one of the ultimate
objectives of learning any language. Speaking is one of
the most basic language skills that should be well
mastered by foreign language learners. It is considered
one of the most complex aspects of language learning,
especially for beginners. The use of pictures in language
has been accredited to immense success and improvement
in language learning. Therefore, this study aims at
investigating the effectiveness of using “picture media” in
improving the speaking skills of a group of 20 Indonesian,
non-native Arabic speakers. In order to collect data, a
combination of two methods was used namely,
observation and a questionnaire designed for the purpose
of examining the effectiveness of using pictures as a
teaching aid. The findings of this study confirmed that
picture media is an indispensable component in improving
Arabic speaking skills immensely. The analysis revealed
that the subjects of this study reported better results after
pictures use.
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1. Introduction
Arabic is considered as one of the world’s most widely

spoken languages. It is a macro-language that includes 30
modern varieties. It mostly belongs to the Semitic
language family. There are millions of people who speak
Arabic around the world. Arabic has a great role in the
Islamic faith Muslims view it as the language of the Holy
Quran [7].
Indonesia is one of the countries where Arabic is

widely used. The study of Arabic language as a subject is
a long-time practice in Indonesian schools. However, it is
plagued with several problems, mainly due to the methods

of teaching and the attitude of students to learning. These
problems which will be discussed below have led to
students, who are certified to have completed the subject
but in reality, cannot speak the language. A major
problem is the lack of interest on the part of the student.
This has led to a situation where only a few students
actively participate in the class and the rest of the class
ride along without fully understanding the subject. They
rely on the few active students to pass their assignments
and exam [18].
This lack of interest can be blamed on many things,

there is no motivation for the students to learn Arabic and
since they are not aware of the benefits of learning the
language, they consider it a burden. Most of the students
also lack the confidence to speak the language fluently.
Because it is not their first language, they are prone to
making mistakes which could generate jest and laughter
from their friends; they therefore totally avoid practicing
the language which is the surest way to master it.
Furthermore, the methods of teaching employed by the
teachers also play a key factor in undermining the study of
the language. Teachers usually teach the subject in an
abstract and impractical way which appears confusing to
the students. They quickly lose interest in the subject due
to this method of teaching [4, 13, 16a].
A summation of these problems has led to failures of

students in examinations on the Arabic language. Getting
the average score needed to pass the subject is so difficult
for students that most times, there is a need to do a
remedial program for every single material to upgrade the
scores of students. With these numerous problems facing
the study of the Arabic language, researches have been
carried out to see how to improve students’ performance
and improve their ability to communicate in the language.
One of the methods is through the use of visual media.

It was discovered that using visual media in the process of
teaching aids learning greatly. This is so because most
people are visually oriented. According to researchers,
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people learn over 80% of what they see compared to the
10% they learn from just listening. It was also discovered
that people remember 50% of what they see and hear
compared to 20% of what they only hear. Furthermore,
visual media is the best way to pass information across to
children and young learners who find it easier to
understand concrete and physical concepts more than
abstract ones. This means that early exposure to visual
media will not only make it easier for kids to fully learn
the basics of the language, it would also help them when
they start learning the advanced and abstract stages as
they can incorporate their previous experiences [1, 18,
20].
Visual media also makes the learning process more fun

and entertaining. Instead of just staring at abstract letters
on the board, students have pictures and visual cues to
focus on. This makes the class more interesting, and the
students are more motivated to participate and improve
their abilities. Given this, this study aimed at assessing the
effectiveness of picture media use in improving the
speaking skill on a group of Indonesian, non-native
Arabic speakers.

2. Literature Review
Teaching foreign languages is an uphill task. It is filled

with various problems. Learning a new language might be
accompanied with several linguistic and nonlinguistic
difficulties. Finding solutions to cope up with such
difficulties becomes not only the teachers' responsibility
but also the researchers of second language acquisition
[2b, 5, 6].
There are four major skills that ought to be

well-mastered by language learners. They are listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. Speaking has been long
considered the most critical, important and difficult skill
due to the fact that second or foreign language learners
measure their success in language learning through the
mastery of this skill. It allows people to form connections,
influence diverse decisions, and inspire alteration. The
capability to development in the world would be
practically impossible without communication skills. As
human beings, we are programmed to speak before we
read and write. Arabic speaking is a difficult task because
certain components such as grammar, pronunciation, and
vocabulary should be well mastered [17, 21, 23].
Pictures as a teaching aid are generally employed in

teaching and learning processes. It is defined as a visual
illustration that is painted or snapped and turned into a flat
surface [24]. Chesla [14] reveals that "Because humans
are very visually oriented, we tend to remember much
better when we can see things as well as hear or read them
(p. 142)." It is believed that language learners get more
dynamic when interesting teaching aids that stimulate
their attention are introduced. Previous studies show that

picture, as one of these influential teaching aids, is the
most compelling pedagogy for language learning. This
teaching technique stimulates students' cognition,
improves their comprehension, increase their interest and
motivation towards language learning, and gives them
more confidence to speak. This technique can also arouse
students’ discussion and elucidation of the topic. Pictures
can increase students’ participation as well as build a
better attitude towards language learning [8, 11, 17].
Brown [12] considered the picture technique as an

influential method to bring out students’ oral language
performance at intensive and extensive levels. He goes on
to say that intensive and extensive forms of teaching
might make possible monologues and rhymes
correspondingly, where firm forms of the language can be
perused by learners.
Rochmah [22] pointed out that pictures furnish a

high-quality effect on the students’ reading
comprehension of texts. In writing, Azhari [9] declared
that his students' writing skills got improved after using
different pictorial writing activities. Anshori [cited in 18]
asserted cue cards as one of the instructional media that
help students increase their speaking ability. Lukitasari
[19] conducted a study on learners’ approaches to
conquering their speaking problems. The findings of his
study confirmed that there are plenty of difficulties that
language learners face, and speaking was the most
problematic one.
The above literature shows the significance of picture

media in the teaching and learning process of language;
pictures make rapid changes in students' though process
which leads toward a successful learning journey. This
method excites students to think about the multiple
complex nuances of a difficult language in an expedient
way. Thus, this study aims at filling this gap by providing
a qualitative case study on the use of picture learning in
teaching Arabic.

3. Research Method
This study is qualitative descriptive in nature. It uses a

cross-sectional research design for the purpose of getting a
deeper understanding of developing effective problem
formulation in the application of picture learning in
language learning.
A group of 20 Indonesian non-native Arabic speakers

were requested to take part in this study. This sample was
purposely selected. The subjects were homogeneous in
terms of their socio-economic and educational background.
University Indonesian students are required to speak
Arabic, both inside and outside of lectures. This is
because, in the context of Arabic learning, speaking
includes basic skills that must be mastered by students and
is one of the most important objectives of foreign
language learning. Some Indonesian universities use an



The Efficiency of Using Pictures in Teaching Speaking Skills of Non-native Arabic Beginner Students874

Arabic language program that lasts for almost a year and
is relatively short for beginner students. One of its main
goals is to maximize speaking ability.
A combination of these two methods was used to

achieve the main objectives of the study. Classroom
observation and a survey were used to assess the
effectiveness of the use of pictures in improving the
subjects' speaking skills. The use of these methods was
particularly crucial to the study as they bore a variety of
advantages. Observation is almost certainly the simplest
and easiest method of data collection because neither
much knowledge nor time is necessitated. The most
important benefit of utilizing questionnaires is that more
people can be reached relatively easily, and it’s
cost-effective. The secrecy of questionnaires allows
people to feel frank with their answers. The answers are
reasonably simple to analyse [15, 16].
Both instruments were self-designed. The panel's

method was employed to check the content validity of
these instruments. Scientifically, this method is
considered the best in terms of checking content validity
[10]. The questionnaire that is designed for the purpose of
this study consisted of 10 questions. It was distributed
among the subjects after the researchers had finished the
experimental part that included two lessons. The
researchers evaluated the subjects in both lessons
according to a set of items that were categorized under
four main criteria. The researchers observed the subjects
indirectly. Although there are some disadvantages of
indirect observation, it seemed appropriate for the main
objective of the current study. One of the basic benefits of
indirect observation is that the data of other observers can
be easily analysed by the researchers in light of the
contemporary situation. Another advantage is that it is
simple to put together inferences based on the studies of
other researchers.
This research focuses on the participant's self-reported

experiences and assessments and how this is related to
their learning experiences. Therefore, a questionnaire
survey was utilised to collect relevant data about the
picture learning system. In order to get accurate responses

from the subjects, the researchers explained the objectives
and significance of the study to the participants in order to
encourage them to respond effectively to the
questionnaire's items.

4. Analysis and Findings
A descriptive statistical method was employed for

analysing the data by using Microsoft Office Excel. The
analysis of both instruments used in this study revealed
that a group of 20 Indonesian university students, who
learn Arabic as a second language, were involved in this
study.
In order to find out whether using pictures in teaching

Arabic speaking has a good impact on the subjects' oral
performance, the researchers conducted two experimental
lessons at different times in order to discover the
effectiveness of instructional media using images in
improving their Arabic speaking skills. In the first
experimental lesson, the researchers followed the
traditional teaching approach, and in the second lesson,
they used some pictures designed for the purpose of
attracting the subjects' attention to the lesson and
encouraging them to speak. The researchers found that
using pictures had a great role in raising the level of their
comprehension, which in turn was reflected in their
speaking skills. The subjects' comprehension and
performance during the two experimental lessons were
evaluated though a classroom observation by the
researchers of this study who evaluated the subjects
according to four basic criteria namely pronunciation,
vocabulary, grammar and understanding, and
comprehension. Under each criterion, there was a group of
items that help the researchers in the process of evaluation.
Figure 1 below presents the subjects' scores in the
traditional lesson and in the pictorial one. It could be
noticed that the subjects' scores in the pictorial Arabic
speaking lesson were higher than those in the traditional
one. There was a period of time between the two lessons.
This procedure was done to give the subjects sufficient
exposure to this new teaching technique.
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Figure 1. The subjects' scores before using the pictures and after

As stated earlier, a closed-ended questionnaire was
administered to 20 students after the observation process.
The questionnaire composed of a 5-point “Likert scale”,
where 1 = strongly agree, 2 = agree, 3 = neutral, 4 =
disagree, and 5 = strongly disagree. The researchers
explained the questionnaire's questions clearly to the
subjects, and then, they were asked to complete it.

Question 1: Does using pictures help you use more
grammatical rules while structuring Arabic sentences?
The average score of the question was 90% (strongly

agreed). This means that the highest percentage of
students feel that they can improve their speaking skills
through the use of the pictorial learning system. Although
focusing mainly on grammar may prevent language
learners from being able to speak confidently but using
pictures can highly help beginners to get the basic
grammar, which is a necessity. Structuring simple Arabic
sentences is a must to start speaking. Learning basic
grammar is very important in enhancing accuracy.
Teaching grammatical structures throughout pictures
helps learners expand a practice of thinking reasonably
and plainly and will become more precise while using
language.

Question 2: Is using pictures very interesting to you?
The average score of this question was 84%

  (agreed). This means that using pictures makes
students feel interested in paying much attention to the
class that was being taught. To be interested in something
means to be motivated to learn more about it. In the case
of language learning, showing different pictures makes
students more interested in exploring the topic in-depth;
therefore, they become more energetic. Pictures stimulate
their interest to participate and speak more.

Question 3: Does using pictures help students to compile

vocabularies into Arabic sentences and be able to know
how to use them in speaking?
94 % of the subjects strongly agreed that the use of

pictures could help them in combining vocabulary into
Arabic sentences, and they can find out how they are used
in speaking. Lack of vocabulary is regarded as one of the
main reasons that affect second or foreign language
learners' oral performance. The subjects reported that
using pictures helped them to stop thinking of their
mother tongue. Vocabulary is crucial to speaking success.
Having sufficient vocabulary improves learners'
comprehension and all areas of communication. Using
pictures enriches learners' vocabulary. This might also
enhance their oral performance.

Question 4: Does using pictures enhance your
comprehension of Arabic?
The average score of this question was 96% (strongly

agreed). The subjects agreed that the use of pictures could
assist students in understanding speaking lessons without
much difficulty. This high percentage indicates that the
use of this strategy is significant to improving the level of
understanding. Pictures usages have been proved to break
down several language barriers. As learners' skills develop,
pictures serve as the ideal technique to get better
comprehension.

Question 5: Does using pictures give students more
confidence and encouragement to speak Arabic in class?
82% of the subjects agreed that the use of pictures

could help them practice speaking Arabic effectively and
confidently. It is well known that the first step to speaking
a language is to have self-confidence, which comes only
from practice. Practice is the magical key to speaking any
language successfully and efficiently. No one can acquire
the competence of any language without practice. The
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subjects agreed that using pictures strengthens their
confidence to speak Arabic freely. Confidence comes
when learners are able to express their own ideas without
hesitation and fear. Using pictures in the process of
learning Arabic language can be extremely helpful for
beginners as it gives them more confidence to speak.

Question 6: Does using pictures make it easier for
students to tell stories?
98% of the subjects strongly agreed that the use of

pictures helped them tell Arabic stories. In the classroom
observation, the subjects were asked to have a look at the
pictures which were designed and classified into some
parts; each part has certain events. The subjects were
expected to think deeply in order to understand the event
and then deliver it orally afterward. To further improve
the level of motivation, they were asked to help each other
to raise the level of communication. Storytelling through
using pictures is a good strategy that helps second and
foreign language learners speak more proficiently. This is
because narrating stories makes students construct many
sentences.

Question 7: Does using pictures encourage students to
speak Arabic continuously?
The subjects of this study agreed with a percentage of

80% that the use of pictures can encourage them to speak
Arabic continuously. The possible explanation of this
percentage might be attributed to the fact that whenever a
language learner feels that he/she has started breaking
down language barriers inside the class, he/she will build
more confidence that allows him/her to speak
continuously.

Question 8: Does using pictures have an effect on
remembering the lessons for a long time?
94% of the subjects of this study strongly agreed that

the use of pictures could help them remember the lesson
for a long period of time. The ability of the students to
remember what was learnt previously and integrate it into
the next class is critical in any language learning. Using
visual aids such as pictures inside any language classroom
can make teaching more effective. Such teaching aids also
help students to not only understand but also to remember
concepts without difficulty. Previous research has proved
that a conspicuous feature of human memory is that words
are less remembered than pictures.

Question 9: Does using pictures make speaking skills
enjoyable during the learning process?
90% of the subjects strongly agreed that the use of

pictures made speaking and learning enjoyable during the
lesson. The subjects reported that they had much fun and
felt more interested in speaking and expressing
themselves as regards to the pictures' contents. This may
indicate that when students enjoy a given subject, they

will then have the incentive to learn more. Having such
visual aids creates an interesting and stimulating teaching
environment and reduces boredom.

Question 10: Does using pictures eliminate boredom in
learning speaking skills?
96% of the subjects strongly agreed that the use of

pictures can eliminate boredom in learning how to speak.
Boredom can be reduced when language learners
understand what is being taught to them, and therefore,
they become more active. Using pictures can surely
eliminate boredom and help students in becoming more
focused. This might be attributed to the fact that such
teaching aids help students grasp the lessons promptly,
create an interactive environment for students that
promote and increase participation, clear perplexity, and
offer instantaneous experiences.
Given this analysis, the overall score of the

questionnaire distributed among the subjects of the study
was 84.5%, as presented in the following equation: Result
Rating Average: X100%: 84.5 %. This value of
84.5% shows that students agree that the use of pictures is
quite helpful and effective in improving speaking lessons.

5. Discussion and Implications
The results of this study revealed that using pictures as

a teaching aid can highly improve the language learning
process. Generally, subjects from the experimental group
reported better results after the intervention than the
control group. The results of the questionnaire confirmed
that the subjects found using pictures to be more helpful
for the reason that it helped them put a basis upon which
to start speaking in Arabic more willingly than merely
coping in the void of visual aids. This supports the claim
that points out that pictures can decrease participation
anxiety among second or foreign language learners and
increase motivation. Consequently, pictures could be
considered a starting point for students, which will ease
their aptitude to speak. Second or foreign language
learners might find it easier to understand what is being
taught when visual support is included. This surely affects
the way things are deduced.
The subjects have been reported to have immense

results when using this technique of learning as compared
to other techniques. This study has been able to identify
the main problems with learning Arabic, which is that
students tend to forget what they have learnt. Thus, the
use of this technique alleviates this problem and makes
students more focused and concentrated. The use of the
picture model is critical in influencing and enhancing
success of student’s performance.
The researchers' observation before using pictures

revealed that the subjects' anxiety level negatively
affected their oral performance. This might be attributed
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to the fact that they do not have enough confidence to
speak. Tanver [25] pointed out that anxiety lowers
learners' speaking ability. It was also observed that the
subjects use their first language to deliver the content.
Al-khresheh [3] asserted that foreign and second language
learners tend to use their mother tongue as a crutch to
facilitate their language learning process without paying
enough attention to how different the language is. The
thing which makes them commit different errors, if not
perfectly corrected, will lower their confidence and
participation and stop them from speaking. Lack of
vocabulary and fear of being despised were also observed
as one of the main factors that hinder their speaking skills.
Urrutia and Vega [26] affirmed that learners' oral
performance can be approved if they learn more
vocabulary. The subjects were also noticed to be less
active in participation and communication with each other.
Practise is the basic solution to improve their speaking
skills. However, this might be attributed to their reduced
confidence.
It was noticed that using pictures reduced the level of

anxiety and made the subjects feel more comfortable in
speaking without even referring to their mother tongue.
Pictures can also help them enrich their vocabulary, which
will encourage them to speak and enhance their oral
performance.
It was found that pictures can facilitate a student's

ability in learning how to compose sentences, in addition
to being able to convey thoughts easily. Such teaching
aids can help in the creation of a story that encourages
them to speak, for example, about their daily routine. The
researchers of this study created different stories about
daily activities in a form of pictures, starting from waking
up to the moment of sleep. They observed that the
subjects were more motivated when it comes to speaking
about their daily activities at home with the family, in the
kitchen, in the yard, in the bathroom, at the mosque, and
at school.
Stories describing daily activities make it easier for

students to take part in storytelling, especially using
Arabic. This is because such stories are related to
situations that students experience daily. Stories,
accompanied by picture media, can help students arrange
sentences contained in the story. Students were able to
associate one picture with another to form a complete
story. This is why using picture media in stories is
effective in helping students with speaking Arabic.
In learning how to speak, there are various models and

speech exercises that have been developed by language
experts. Each approach or method places emphasis on
certain techniques. The audio-lingual method, for example,
emphasizes the need to learn to memorize the dialogue
model before entering into free dialogue. While the
communicative method emphasizes the understanding of
the dialogue model, including the function of each
expression, as well as the context or situation, it then goes

straight into the actual communication exercise.
Giving assignments to students to tell stories is one way

to find out their ability to speak accurately. While telling a
story, there are two things students must master. They
need to understand the elements of how to tell stories and
how to choose the language, as well as what elements are
told. The accuracy, smoothness, and clarity of the story
will show students' speaking ability. Pictures can
stimulate students' ability to speak. Concerning linguistic
accuracy and extra-linguistic elements, the picture
presented to students is a picture containing activities that
reflect certain intentions or ideas. The picture in question
is a picture that has a purpose or story that shows an
event.
Using pictures, as one of the instructional media in

teaching, is one of the most important techniques used
inside foreign language classrooms to enhance students'
speaking ability through showing pictures and assigning
some students to speak about the pictures being viewed.
This is done to strengthen students' memories further.
Students should provide responses and then listen to the
messages conveyed by the teacher. Another technique is
that students read the content of certain stories in
accordance with the pictures provided. Next, students
imitate the contents of the story contained in the picture,
one by one, until the picture is fully described.

6. Conclusions
This study aimed at assessing the efficiency of using

pictures in the teaching of speaking skills for non-native
Arabic beginner students. A combination of two methods
was utilised. The findings confirmed that using pictures as
a teaching aid can facilitate the Arabic language learning
process in general and speaking in particular. This
technique can also be considered an excellent method in
improving the students learning ability as well as their
performance in the class setting. Using pictures while
teaching helps students to get rid of boredom, reduce
language anxiety, provide more fun, helps them develop
more confidence, and increase their motivation to speak.
The data analysis confirmed that the subjects enjoyed
adding in the pictures as they could draw their attention,
expand their imagination, and create a more interesting
teaching environment. As the study was conducted on a
sample group of non-native Arabic speakers, a more
in-depth one is highly suggested for future research, so the
results can be generalized to other contexts.
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