CHAPTER1
INTRODUCTION

In conducting research, this chapter discusses some information to find the
basic concept of the investigation and then briefly explains what the researcher's
key in conducting research is. In this part, the researcher shows the research
background, problem formulation, purpose of the research, significance of the

research, and writing system.

A. Background of Research

A crucial language skill that can be used to evaluate students'
communication ability effectively in a real-life situation is speaking.! The
ability to speak correctly can be a tool that enables students to support their
interaction easily. Speaking components play a crucial role in developing
learners’ speaking skills in English learning yet student lack of practice?. In
other words, English learning environments which practices real life
interactions are rare so that making speaking activities as the important
component in practicing students' spoken language skills is limited.

During the learning process, not all students pay attention to the
material presented by the lecturer so they are less active in discussion.
Meanwhile, students focus more on what they are saying than how they are
saying it, relying on English teacher to correct errors, which could lead to
low self-esteem in students learning to speak grammatically®. It can be
explained that students need the important aspect of spoken language and

how to understand tenses and sentence structure to convey many
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information to the listener. Therefore, the students have to encourage
language ability especially in speaking to produce the oral language.

A part of component in speaking skills is grammar as it ensures
correct vocabulary and important for conveying information orally*. In
speaking English, grammar is an inherent part which essential to deliver
some messages and information. Then, the factors that affect students’
ability to speak correctly may come from their own language learning
experiences or media exposure. The use of incorrect grammar can hinder
the good communication and will make it fail to convey the ideas or
information®. Based on the statement, it shows that errors in sentence
structure or the use of inappropriate words can make it difficult to
understand. Thus, it is important to pay attention to correct the grammar so
that ideas or information can be conveyed effectively.

Each student has different study habits and own skills in speaking.
Since learning a language is a daily habit, teaching speaking should provide
not only theoretical knowledge about speaking usage but also involve
practice and direct application of language in a relevant social situation.® In
other words, students need to practice and apply the language in the daily
activities to master it. According to Harmer, some students can speak
English easily because they have a good grammar and clear pronunciation.’
It states that grammar is one of the most important aspects in speaking
ability, as it allows students to construct correct and effective sentence.
Thus, students who have good grammatical knowledge will find it easier to
convey their thought and ideas in English clearly. In addition, the possible
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speaker produces spoken language by speaking English with good fluency
and accuracy®. The linguistic problems include vocabulary, fluency,
grammar, and pronunciation to highlight the significant components of
language proficiency that learners must overcome to communicate
effectively.’ It means that many reasons related to speaking English
problems such as students may face challenges the encountering unfamiliar
words, struggling with word usage, or expressing their intended meanings?®.
Overall, word order determines how words are arranged to follow the rules
of grammar and ensure effective and clear use of vocabulary. Word order
plays an important role in how grammar and vocabulary work together in a
sentence. Meanwhile, grammar rules determine the correct order of words
to meaningful sentences. In other words, it governs how words from
vocabulary are placed according to grammar rules to convey meaning
clearly.

Students in the English major program are very motivated to speak
English correctly and also accurately**. Most of students in this major
especially at third semester are required not only to use correct grammar,
pronunciation, and wide vocabulary but also to understand how to use the
language appropriately. Therefore, they engage extensively in practical
exercises yet there are no current studies on students' speaking proficiency

in this program. In fact, some common problems that students face include
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having difficulty in using grammatical word order in arranging words and
also feeling confused in figuring out how to put words into a good and
correct English sentence. Additionally, the students don't understand how
different grammatical rules and vocabulary choices affect the clarity of their
sentences. Students often struggle with recognizing how the proper
arrangement of words and correct application of grammatical structures
impact the overall coherence of their speaking. This lack of understanding
can lead to confusion and making it difficult to produce well-formed
sentences in specific meaning.

Brown argued that success in speaking learning includes accuracy
and fluency, and also good grammatical dominance.'? Speaking involves
accuracy and fluency while being a good speaking and grammatical mastery
being another significant aspect. From the statement, it indicates that a
person’s comprehension of grammar is a crucial component of the speaking
abilities.

Proper management of word order is essential not only for written
communication but also for effective verbal interaction.*® By ensuring that
sentences are constructed clearly and logically, speakers minimize potential
confusion arising from varying interpretations caused by incorrect
placement or unclear phrasing. Therefore, maintaining proper word order
remains crucial in achieving an unambiguous speech pattern and smooth
understanding among all parties involved.

Additionally, students can practice their English-speaking skills by
asking and answering questions related to the academic speaking with

fellow students'. It can be interpreted that through such activities, students
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can train their speaking skills and gain a better understanding of the subject
matter. Therefore, it aids them in developing communication skills and
critical thinking in speaking.

In the theory, the good speaking skills have to be supported by a
correct grammatical word order, but as a matter of students experience
difficulties to implement correct grammatical word order because of several
reasons such as limited vocabulary, lack of practices, less understanding of
grammar rules, lack of motivation and opportunity to interact in English,
and limited knowledge of language habits. There are problems occur to
students including difficulties in using grammatical word order and feeling
confused about how to organize words into good English sentences. Hence,
this research aims to know how the 3™ semesters of English Language
Education Department applying grammatical word order in speaking skills
and what the factors that affect the students' experience difficulties in word
order.

Thus, the researcher intends to analyze third-semester students from
regular speaking skills toward grammatical word order. Therefore, the
researcher is interested in conducting research under the title “An Analysis
of Grammatical Word Order in Students' Speaking Skills at English
Department of UNIDA Gontor™.

. Problems Formulation

Based on the framework above, the formulation of the research
questions is as follows:
1. How do the 3™ semesters students of English Language Education
Department apply grammatical word order in their speaking?
2. What are factors affecting the 3™ semesters students of English
Language Education experience difficulties in word order?
. Purpose of The Research
This study aims explore and make further analysis of grammatical
word order. According to the problem statement, the research aims to

address the following questions:



1. To analyze how the grammatical word order implementation in
students' speaking skills at English Department Students.
2. To know the factors that affect students' experience difficulties in
word order.
D. Significance of The Research
In this section, the researcher aims for the research outcomes to
provide information to lecturers, students, readers and institutions and be
used for further research.
1. Students
This research allows students to speak clearly, develop skill in
speech, and apply various knowledge and experiences in organizing and
understanding each material that teacher gives. Additionally, the
research encourages students to apply critical thinking and problem
solving, thus enriching their preparing for future academic
2. Lecturers
This research offers educators insight into different approaches to
teaching speaking and implementing innovations in teaching and
learning to make it easier for students to understand each material about
grammatical understanding provided during the teaching and learning
process. In addition, the results are expected to offer some new ideas
and improvements in teaching speaking in the future.
3. Institution
This research aims to offer insights that can help institutions
improve teacher quality and provide good results for student learning
and exploration activities in the classroom. Furthermore, institutions
should improve the quality of teachers and deliver good results for
students' learning and exploration activities in the school.
4. Future Researchers
This research aims to offer insights for future researchers regarding

analyzing grammatical word order in students' speaking skills at the



English Department of UNIDA Gontor. The findings can serve as
valuable reference materials for conducting other related research.
E. Writing System

CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
The researcher needs to identify the main problem and explain what is
essential in conducting research, including background, problem
formulation, research objective, significance, and methodology.
CHAPTER 11
LITERATURE REVIEW
The researcher requires a theory or materials to clarify some of the terms
used in related research. This clarification is necessary to prevent and avoid
misunderstanding. That is why researchers and readers have the same
perception.
CHAPTER III
RESEARCH DESIGN
This chapter presents the research design, the content of the research, the
data collection technique, and the data analysis technique.
CHAPTER IV
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS
This chapter presents the research findings based on evidence gathered over
one month, including classroom observation and interviews. It analyzes
these findings with previous research to propose new solutions to the
identified problem.
CHAPTER YV
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION
In this section, the researcher provides two discussions on conclusions and
recommendations. The conclusion section interprets the research findings
and offers advice to various stakeholders, including English students,

lecturers, institutions, government, and future researcher.



