CHAPTER1

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of The Study

Education is closely connected to the learning process that takes
place in schools, the surrounding environment, and community life.
Education plays a role in creating learning conditions that allow students to
actively develop their potential in spiritual aspects, personality, intelligence,
noble character, and skills that benefit society.!

Education is expected to produce a generation of high-quality and
excellent youth who are not only intelligent but also possess strong moral
values and can actively contribute to the advancement of the nation. In this
era of globalization, the ability to think critically, creatively, and
innovatively is key to addressing various challenges and opportunities. The
provision of education in Indonesia is regulated by the 1945 Constitution,
Chapter XIII, Article 31, paragraph (1), which states: "Every citizen has the
right to education," and paragraph (2), which states: "The government shall
endeavor to establish and implement a national education system regulated
by law." Knowledge can be acquired in various ways, either through the
revelation of Allah SWT or through human experience and effort. The
knowledge derived from Allah’s revelation is absolute and indisputable,
while the knowledge gained from human experience and effort must be
continually tested and developed.?

The prominent issue is the suboptimal contribution of Islamic
Education within the national education system. According to Towaf, the
teaching approach in Islamic Education remains normative, presenting

illustrations of socio-cultural contexts, which results in students having
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a limited understanding of religious values in daily life. The curriculum for
Islamic Education in schools is designed with teachers primarily offering
minimal competence and information, leading to a lack of variety and
innovation in the teaching process.® Islamic Education is an integral part of
the education system in Indonesia, as stated in Law Number 20 of 2003 on
the National Education System, Article 12, paragraph 1, point a, which
reads: "Every student in every educational unit has the right to receive
religious education by their faith and taught by educators of the same
religion” *

Education serves as a strong foundation in society, aiming to
encourage changes in attitudes and behavior. This role extends beyond
training and learning processes in schools, encompassing the community
and family environments as well.® Islamic education plays a role in forming
a perfect person in science, morals, and religion, with an emphasis on noble
morals according to Islamic teachings. Islamic Education as a scientific
discipline based on Islamic principles, aims to foster a thorough
understanding, appreciation, and practice of Islamic teachings.

As in Surah Al-A'laa verses 14-17 as human goals and ideals:
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Meaning: Indeed fortunate is the one who purifies himself (by
believing), and remembers the name of his Lord, then he prays, While you
(unbelievers) choose the life of the world, the life of the hereafter is better

and more lasting.®
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This becomes the foundation for students to live a life that brings
happiness in the world and the hereafter. The role of religion has a very
significant impact on human survival. Religion acts as a guide in an effort
to create a life that has meaning, peace, and dignity.

According to Yusuf and Siti, Islamic Education is a guidance effort,
both physically and spiritually, to students based on Islamic teachings.
Aiming at preparing them to become useful individuals and making Islamic
teachings a guide to life to achieve happiness in the world and the hereafter.
" Islamic education is delivered by following the principle that the religion
taught has the vision to form humans who obey God, have a noble character,
and have an honest, fair, responsible, respectful, disciplined, harmonious,
and productive attitude both in the social environment and the individual
himself.

Students are human components that occupy a central position in the
teaching and learning process. In the teaching and learning process, students
as parties who want to achieve goals have goals and then want to achieve
them optimally. Students will be the determining factor so that they can
influence everything needed to achieve their learning goals. Students as a
“learning subject” whose human values as individuals, as social beings who
have a normal identity, must be developed to achieve the optimal level and
criteria for life as a human citizen who is expected.®

Students are an input component in the education system, which
is then processed in the education process so that they become qualified
human beings in accordance with national education goals. As a
component of student education, it can be viewed from various
perspectives, among others.

1. Social approach, students are members of society who are being

prepared to become better members of society.
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2. Psychological approach, students are living beings who are growing
and developing.

3. Educational approach, the educational approach places students as an
important element that has rights and obligations within the
framework of a comprehensive and integrated education system.

Adolescents who are in junior high school are people who are in
school and want to develop themselves and their insights deeper into the
scope of education. Teenagers experience changes in the environment such
as the attitudes of parents, siblings, the general public, and peers. Junior
high school students are adolescents who are still very difficult to make
choices in their lives because they are still heavily influenced by aspects
both internal and external.

In creating a quality generation, students are required to be more
able to give enthusiasm or fighting power to themselves so that they are
motivated to achieve the best. Because motivation really helps a student get
the best results in learning. If students do not have the willingness to
motivate themselves to be more active in learning, then they get results that
are not optimal .’

The nature of learning motivation is an internal and external drive in
a person to be able to make changes for the better. According to
Gnanaprakash, religious education is proven to have a positive relationship
with student learning motivation. Students with a high religious education
orientation tend to be more motivated to learn than students who have low
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Motivation plays a role in encouraging a learner in his learning activities
and as a guide in behavior. The success of students in the learning process
is greatly influenced by the motivation that exists in them. One indicator of
learning quality is the high learning motivation of students so that they have
the desire to do something that can obtain certain results and goals.!

Motivation in the learning process is influenced by various factors,
including goals, abilities of individuals who learn, learning conditions,
learning environment, dynamic factors that exist in individuals who learn,
efforts made by teachers in learning, namely social environmental factors
around individuals who learn, such as playmates and peers, which can affect
the spirit of learning. The influence of peers can override the greater desire
and motivation to learn, meaning that peers can have an impact on low
learning motivation, but can also have an impact on increasing learning
incentives.'?> Motivation is applied in various activities, including learning.
Motivation as a guide to direct learning activities to the expected goals. In
learning activities, children need motivation which is closely related to
helping students in the learning process at school.

Social learning, developed by Albert Bandura, is an extension of
behavioral learning theory, which emphasizes the influence of external
signals and internal mental processes (cognitive). Through these two
aspects, individuals can understand how to learn from others in their
environment, using observation skills accompanied by cognitive
interpretation.’®
Motivation from outside the individual as a complement or

supporter of individuals who lack motivation within themselves to learn. So
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that it has an active and advanced impact on learning. Humans learn good
and bad behavior by imitating others, especially parents, caregivers,
teachers, and friends. This decline in moral values arises from the lack of
interest among children in learning the Qur'an and practicing its teachings.
Since morality is a core element of Islamic religious education, enhancing
it becomes essential.’* The influence of peers, especially when learning
Islamic Education which is considered boring, can reduce learning
motivation. Teenagers who are easily influenced by peers, especially in a
compact group, tend to follow group behavior, including in terms of
learning. This happens because adolescents are still in a period of self-
discovery and want to be accepted by peers.'®

According to Albert Bandura, in addition to the role of the family, in
this case, parents and teachers as the main environment that affects student
learning achievement, the role of peers has a considerable influence in
improving student knowledge acquisition.’® Peers are like the first social
environment, where adolescents learn to live together and respect others
who are not from their family environment. Because adolescents need
recognition, they try to follow the standards that apply to their peer group,
thus encouraging peer conformity. Conformity is when individuals imitate
the attitudes and behavior of others because of a real push towards the group
so that other people become a reference in acting and making decisions.

According to Hurlock in Siti Fatimah, students social life is greatly
influenced by peers, because peers have an important role for adolescents
because they feel more comfortable sharing secrets, plans, and problems

faced with peers than with parents. This is because adolescents feel more
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easily accepted and understood by peers. In addition, peers are also often a
source of information and answers to questions that parents may not be able
to answer, such as problems with interactions with the opposite sex.
Although adolescents' closeness to peers is often a concern for parents
because peers can influence adolescents' behavior, both positively and
negatively, to be accepted or recognized by their group or peers.!’

For students who are in junior high school, the role of the
environment such as peers is considered to be able to help in motivating
themselves in teaching and learning activities. For junior high school
students who are usually early adolescents, hanging out with friends and
spending a long time at school is a mandatory activity for them because
activities with group friends are also one of the tasks of adolescent
development. Adolescence is a stage of human development that can be
likened to a plant when flower buds begin to appear. At this stage, the
physical condition of adolescents is very prime and fresh, but they are
vulnerable to internal and external disturbances. This bud stage will
determine whether the bud will develop into a beautiful flower and bear
fruit, or just the opposite, wither and die. This situation is similar to
adolescence, which is a period of transition from childhood to adulthood.*8

Therefore, junior high school students feel they spend more time at
school than at home. For this reason, it is expected that they can choose
what kind of friends are suitable for them as a tool in motivating themselves

in school learning activities.
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In choosing friends, students must be more selective. As in Surah
At- Taubah verse 119, it invites Muslims to make friends with honest and

faithful people:
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Meaning: “O you who believe, fear Allah, and remain with the
righteous.”?°

Not all friends have a good influence on each individual. Teenagers
who already feel comfortable with their school or classmates will tend to
follow what their friends do. It is not uncommon for these adolescents to
change to make themselves not care about what others say, and only hear
what their group of friends say. The desire to be accepted by peers, makes
adolescents make changes inside and outside themselves that make their
social needs and psychological needs increase. To fulfill these needs,
adolescents expand the environment outside their family such as the
friendship environment. According to Santrock, peers are children or
adolescents of the same age or maturity level.?! According to Erikson,
adolescents are not just questioning who they are, but how and in what
context or in what kind of group can be meaningful.??

Students look for or join groups because at the age of adolescence,
if they do things that are by the rules or norms that apply in society, it makes
them bolder and feel equal so that they do not experience differentiation
from the surrounding environment. In social development, adolescents
begin to separate themselves from their parents, begin to expand
relationships with peers, and begin to become members of peer groups, this
is very influential in the social life of adolescents. Conformity arises when

individuals steal the attitudes or behaviors of others due to real or perceived
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pressure by the individual himself and there is a bond to the peer group so
that peers become a reference in behavior and make decisions in accordance
with the group.

According to Myres, conformity is a change in one's behavior or
beliefs as a result of real or imagined group pressure. Many teenagers think
that if they look and behave like members of a popular group, the chance of
being accepted into the popular group is greater. Conformity is not always
related to negative things, there are also many positive things that can result
from group conformity. Conformity that has a positive impact, for example,
group study activities that are carried out regularly as a group existence that
can also support individual academic achievement. Conformity has a
negative impact, for example, smoking, drinking, bullying, brawls, skipping
class, and doing other negative things together.?®

Conformity is a change in behavior towards a good direction or not
based on unwritten rules set by peer parks, group friends, and associates.
Conformity often occurs among school students based on the similarity of
the nature of residence or hobbies. Students who usually have closeness
with peers tend to follow existing rules in order to be accepted in the group,
avoid existing pressures, and not be ostracized.?

According to Baron and Byrne, conformity occurs when individuals
change their behavior to comply with existing social norms.? Conformity
for adolescents or individuals who are young and inexperienced is more
easily influenced by everything that the youth group considers the best way

than the individual's stance. Baron and Byrne added that adolescent
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conformity is the adjustment of adolescent behavior to adhere to reference
group norms, accepting ideas or rules that show how adolescents behave.
Based on the description above, it can be concluded that conformity is a
form of self-adjustment by imitating the attitudes or behavior of others due
to real or perceived pressure.

If a teenager has conformity with peers, they will tend to follow
whatever standards are set by their group. If the teenager does not follow
the rules set, a negative response will arise for the teenager. In junior high
school students, conformity is very thick and closely related to adolescent
life at school. It is said so because according to Harlock, one of the
developmental tasks of adolescence is to look for groups or the desire to be
known by many people and be seen more is the goal. Students who spend
more time at school and away from their parents will follow the rules of
their peers in carrying out school activities so that they can affect their
learning motivation.?® Students who have positive conformity will support
their fellow members to increase learning motivation, while students who
have negative conformity tend to invite their members to harmful things.

This data was obtained through the interview method conducted to
sources related to student relationships with peers. Observation was carried
out directly to explore more in-depth information about learning motivation.

During the interview, the researcher recorded the interviewee's
responses based on the questions that had been previously prepared. The
data collected includes not only verbal answers, but also behaviors,
expressions, and the environmental context during the interview. This
observation aims to strengthen the research findings and provide a more
comprehensive picture of the influence of friends on learning motivation,
especially in learning Islamic Education.In line with the above statement,

information was found in the field when researchers conducted interviews
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with informants who were students and teachers at one of the schools in
Depok. The following is an excerpt from the interview with the informant:

In learning activities, the informant is more likely to follow
what his groupmates say, for example in doing individual
assignments given by the teacher, when his groupmates do not do it,
he will also tend not to do it based on the principle of togetherness,
he said. Then no different from the statement of the resource person
who is a student, the teacher/teaching staff also said that there are
still often students who participate in brawls and do not attend class
hours just to hang out. In addition, there are also students who are
often seen together or have a group closeness during class hours and
in the school environment, but during certain class hours, only a few
students from the group are found entering the classroom. Not only
negative things, but another source is also a student, saying that the
student follows the rules of his groupmates, but if the student's
groupmates do bad things such as skipping class or not doing
assignments the student remains in his stance not to be influenced
even though then the student said there would be a moment where
he was insulted because he was said to be unfaithful to friends. '
In the quote from the source above, it can be seen that the influence

of peers or the attraction of conformity in adolescents, can indirectly affect
students' learning activities in class both in a positive and negative direction.
Like some things according to students who say that if they do not
participate in group activities, they will be considered not loyal friends. This
will make students who have an interest in learning at school. This can be
related to the student's learning motivation. It can be said that motivation
due to student interest will make him feel encouraged or get encouragement
to behave the same, as his groupmates. Students become more likely to
follow what their friends say in doing school activities, such as doing
homework, participating in learning activities, and choosing extracurricular
activities and their enthusiasm for learning can also be adjusted to the

enthusiasm of their groupmates.

2 Personal Interview, 24th August 2024.
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The explanation above is in line with the statement of one of the
informants who serves as a teaching staff member.

Peers have a strong influence on students learning
motivation. When a student is part of a group that shows high
commitment and interest in learning, they are usually encouraged to
participate and improve their learning engagement. On the other
hand, if the group shows little interest or tends to be indifferent, the
student's motivation to learn can decrease. Therefore, the social
environment plays a significant role in shaping students' enthusiasm
for learning. %8
The source’s statement above explains that peers have an influence

on students learning motivation. This occurs due to conformity, where
students tend to align themselves with the norms and behaviors of their
group in order to be accepted. When a student is part of a group that has
high commitment and a strong interest in learning, they are encouraged to
participate in the learning process and increase their academic engagement.
Support from a peer environment that shows enthusiasm for learning can
strengthen students motivation to achieve their learning goals. Conversely,
if the group shows little interest in learning or tends to be indifferent,
students' motivation to learn can significantly decline. Therefore, the social
environment plays a crucial role in shaping students' learning enthusiasm.
Peers can either support or hinder the development of learning motivation,
depending on the social dynamics formed among them.?°

The researcher chose to observe seventh-grade students in junior
high school because this stage marks early adolescence, a key
developmental period in understanding peer relationships and the influence
of peer conformity.®® This is due to the ongoing maturation of the brain.

Additionally, this period is one of the most challenging phases in students'
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development, both physically and mentally, which is influenced by the
responsibility of the students and their surrounding environment. Peer
relationships, whether formed in school or within the neighborhood,
encompass behaviors, interests, religious practices, and learning motivation.

The detailed difference lies in the application of Islamic Education
lessons. In Madrasahs, each subject within Islamic Education is divided and
taught by different teachers. In contrast, in public junior high schools,
Islamic Education lesson, which include subjects like figh, Qur'an and
hadith, aqidah and morals, and Islamic cultural history, are combined and
taught by a single teacher. Thus, the fundamental difference between public
schools and madrasahs in the Islamic Education syllabus lies in the grouping
of subtopics and learning aspects.®® This is also influenced by the
heterogeneity of peer groups in schools, where there is diversity in values,
attitudes, and religions, particularly affecting the teaching of Islamic
religious education.

Based on the background above, the researcher seeks to explore
more deeply the influence of peer conformity on learning motivation,
particularly in Islamic Education at public junior high schools. Therefore,
the researcher intends to conduct a study titled “The Influence of Peer
Conformity on Islamic Education Learning Motivation of 7" Grade
Students at SMPN 5 Depok, West Java ™.

B. Problem Formulation
1. What is the level of Peer Conformity among 7" grade students at

SMPN 5 Depok ?

2. What is the level of Learning Motivation among 7" grade students at
SMPN 5 Depok ?

3. Is there an influence of peer conformity on the Islamic Education

learning motivation of 7" grade students at SMPN 5 Depok ?

31 Hendriyanto Bujangga, “Analisis Pembelajaran PAI pada Sekolah Umum: (Kajian Pada
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C. Purpose of The Study
1. To determine the level of peer conformity among 7% grade students at

SMPN 5 Depok.

2. To determine the level of learning motivation among 7% grade students
at SMPN 5 Depok.

3. To examine the influence of peer conformity on Islamic Education
learning motivation among 7% grade students at SMPN 5 Depok.

D. Significance of The Study
1. Theoretical Benefits

a. Contribute to the understanding of the concept of peer conformity
and learning motivation, particularly in the context of Islamic
education among 7™ grade students.

b. Contribute to theories and literature related to peer conformity,
motivation, and adolescent development, potentially leading to the
construction of new theories.

2. Practical Benefits

a. For schools, the results of this research are expected to provide a
better understanding of student dynamics, improve teaching
practices, enable effective classroom management, facilitate
targeted interventions, and contribute to school curriculum
development.

b. For students, the results of this research are anticipated to provide
information regarding enhancing motivation and engagement,
fostering positive peer relationships, increasing self-awareness,
and improving overall well-being.

c. For researchers, the results of this research are expected to enrich
knowledge about the dynamics of student interactions, develop
research methods that study adolescent learning dynamics in
educational environments, and open opportunities for
collaboration among researchers and educators in addressing

issues related to student motivation and engagement.
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E. Systematization of The Writing

1.

Chapter I. Introduction: This chapter contains the background,
problem formulation, research objectives, benefits of the research
results, and writing systematics.

Chapter II. Theoretical Review: This chapter includes theoretical
foundations, relevant research findings, conceptual framework, and
research hypotheses.

Chapter III. Research Methodology: This chapter discusses the
research setting and timeline, research methods, population and
samples, validity testing and reliability calculations of the
instruments, data analysis techniques, and statistical hypotheses.
Chapter IV. Data Presentation, Analysis, and Discussion: This
chapter covers data presentation (both general and specific data),
data analysis, and discussion.

Chapter V. Conclusion: This chapter presents the conclusions and

recommendations based on the research findings.



