TABLE OF FIGURES

Figure 1. Bilateral Trade between Belarus and RUSSIA............cccvevveiieiiiieiiese e 24
Figure 2. The Price of Russian Natural Gas and Oil for Belarus vs. Global Market Prices ......... 25
Figure 3. Belarus-European Union Trade (2018—2023).........cccceiiiiriiiiinieeieeeiese s 29
Figure 4. Diagram Of Belarusian Support For Russia And Ukraine In The Russian-Ukrainian

(070] 1 1 1ot S TP PUOPR PP 41

Xiv



TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER | ettt b et e R e e an e e e b e e b e e nne e e nn e e nne e 1
INTRODUGCTION ...ttt ettt sb e et e e sbe e et e e sbe e et e e abeeenteeneneenes 1
1.1, Background of RESEAICH ........ciiiiiiiiiii e 1
1.2, ReSEArch ProBIBM ... ..o 4
1.3, RESEAICH PUIPOSES ... .oiiitiiiiiiieiieiet ettt bbbkttt eb bbb eneas 4
1.4, The Utility Of the RESEAICN .....ccuiiiiiiiiiie e 4

1.4.1. ACAAEMIC BONETIT....oiiiiieiiii e 4
1.4.2. PractiCioner BENETIT........ oo 5
1.5, LIEIatUIE REVIBW ...ttt 5
1.5.1. Previous RESEAICH .....ccooiiiiiiiiieee e 5
1.6. Conceptual FrameWOTK..........cueiiiiice ettt era e sre e e nas 9
1.6.1. NEOrealiSm TREOIY ...c..eciiiiecie ettt ettt et e e st e b e aneesreenreenee e 9
1.6.2. Rational Actor Model CONCEPL.........ooviieiie e 10
1.7 L 1Y 010 1 =TS PSS 12
1.8. ReSearch MethOdOIOgY ..........couiieiiiiiieieie s 12
1.8.1. RESEAICN DIBSIGN ... .iviiiiiiieiieiieie ettt bbbttt nb et b e eneas 12
1.8.2. RESEAICN ODJECT ..ottt bbb 13
1.8.3. Procedures for COlECting Data..........ccoviiiiiiiieieeie e 13
1.8.4. Procedures for ANalyzing Data..........ccccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie s 14
1.9 Structure OF Te WITTING .....coviiiieieeie e 14

CHAPTER Tttt ekttt a et e e s be e e b e e sbn e st e e nbeeenneea 17

BELARUS BETWEEN TWO POWERS: RUSSIA AND EUROPEAN UNION ........c.ccccoeueeene. 17
2.1. Relation and Cooperation Between Belarus and RUSSIA...........c.cccveviiiiieiie e, 19
2.2. Relations and Cooperation Between Belarus and European Union ...........cccccceevveiiieiinn, 26

XV



2.3. Anarchy in the Russia-European Union Conflict ..o 31

CHAPTER ..ottt e e b et nne e s neenneeenne e 35
Belarus National Interests in the Russia-Ukraine Conflict through a Neorealist Perspective ....... 35
3.1. Belarus in the International Anarchic System in the Russia-Ukraine Conflict ................... 36
3.2. Security 1S the Priority Of BEIArUS..........ccviiiiiiiiiieiicece e 37
3.2. 1. NALIONAI SECUIEY ...ttt bbb 40
3.2.2. ECONOMIC GIOWLN ...ttt 46

3.3. Belarus as an Actor within the Rational Actor Model (RAM) .......ccocoiiiiiiiiiiice 48
CHAPTER IV ettt h et b e bt s bt e a b e e e bb e s sbe e sbe e e s beenbeeentaeas 52
CLOSING .. ettt bbbt at e bt e e R bt ekt e e R b e e ehb e e a bt e be e e sbe e nbeeenbeeabeeenteens 52
REFERENGCES ...ttt ekt b et e b e b e e bt e sh e e e b e e ane e e nneenneeenes 53

XVi



