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31 “The verb dana which derives from din conveys the meaning of being indebted,
including various other meanings connected with debts, some of them contraries. In the

state in which one finds oneself, in the sense of yielding and obeying, to law and ordinance
governing debts, and also, in a way, to the creditor, who likewise designated as alda’in.
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There is also conveyed in the situation described the fact that one in debt is under
obligation, or dayn. Being in debt and under obligation naturally involves judgement:
dayntinah, and conviction: idanah, as the case may be. All the above significations
including their contraries inherent in dana are practicable possibilities only in organized
societies involved in commercial life in towns and cities, denoted by mudun or mada’in. A
town or city, a madinah, has a judge, ruler, or governor, a dayyan. Thus already here, in
the various applications of the verb dana alone, we see rising before our mind’s eye a
picture or civilized living; or societal life or law and order and justice and authority. It is,
conceptually at least, connected intimately with anoter verb maddana means: to build or
to found cities: to civilize, to refine and to humanize; from which is derived another term:
tamaddun, meaning civilization and refinement in social culture. Syed Muhammad
Naquib alAttas, Prolegomena to the Metaphysics in Islam: an Exposition of the Fundamental
Element of the World View of Islam, (Kuala Lumpur: International Institute of Islamic
Thought and Civilization (ISTAC), 1995), 4244.

32 “Islam is not only a religion; it is also the creator and living spirit of major world
civilization with a long history stretching over fourteen centuries.” Seyyed Hossein Nasr
& Huston Smith, Islam: Religion, History, and Civilization, (LahorePakistan: Suhail
Academy, 2005), xi
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clear. This central thought is the collective ideal that permeates itself within the followers

of that civilization and becomes an all-encompassing Iman. Sayyid Abul A‘la Mawdidi,
Islamic Civilization: Its Foundational Beliefs and Principles, 199
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