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ABSTRACT 

 

THE INFLUENCE OF TERRITORIAL CONFLICT IN THE 

HIMALAYAN MOUNTAINS ON INDIA-CHINA BILATERAL 

RELATIONS IN 2020-2023 

Nanda Putri Khalifah 

422021518062 

 

In 2020, tensions between India and China escalated once again in the disputed 

Middle Sector, particularly in the Galwan Valley, Ladakh. This incident became 

one of the deadliest clashes in the history of their border conflicts, resulting in 

casualties on both sides. This study aims to analyze the dynamics of territorial 

conflicts in the Himalayan region and their impact on bilateral relations between 

India and China. This research employs a qualitative approach with a descriptive 

method and a case study framework. The data analysis technique includes data 

collection, reduction, processing, presentation, and conclusion drawing. The data 

sources consist of academic journals, scientific articles, books, international 

documents, and relevant news reports. The findings indicate that border conflicts in 

the Himalayan Mountains have had significant impacts on the military, economic, 

international order, and ideological aspects of both India and China. In the military 

domain, tensions between the two nations escalated, marked by the development of 

defense infrastructure, an increased military presence in border areas, and frequent 

skirmishes between Indian and Chinese forces. On an ideological level, the conflict 

has fueled nationalism in both countries, impacting their foreign policies and 

complicating negotiations to resolve the border dispute. Thus, this study confirms 

that territorial conflicts in the Himalayan region not only affect border security but 

also have broader implications for bilateral relations in political, economic, and 

global strategic spheres. This research provides insights into how territorial disputes 

between neighboring countries can influence bilateral dynamics and potentially 

disrupt regional stability. 
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ABSTRAK 

 

PENGARUH KONFLIK TERITORIAL DI PEGUNUNGAN HIIMALAYA 

TERHADAP HUBUNGAN BILATERAL INDIA-CHINA TAHUN 2020-

2023 

Nanda Putri Khalifah 

422021518062 

 

Pada tahun 2020, ketegangan kembali meningkat antara India dan China di wilayah 

sengketa Sektor Tengah, khususnya di Lembah Galwan, Ladakh. Insiden ini 

menjadi salah satu bentrokan paling mematikan dalam sejarah konflik perbatasan 

kedua negara, karena mengakibatkan korban jiwa di kedua belah pihak. Penelitian 

ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis dinamika konflik teritorial di wilayah Pegunungan 

Himalaya serta pengaruhnya terhadap hubungan bilateral antara India dan China. 

Penelitian ini menggunakan jenis penelitian kualitatif dengan metode deskriptif 

dengan pendekatan studi kasus. Teknik analisis data mencakup pengumpulan, 

reduksi, pengolahan, penyajian, dan penarikan kesimpulan. Data yang digunakan 

bersumber dari jurnal akademik, artikel ilmiah, buku, dokumen internasional, serta 

laporan berita terkait. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa konflik perbatasan di 

Pegunungan Himalaya memberikan dampak signifikan terhadap bidang militer, 

ekonomi, tata internasional, serta ideologi India dan China. Dalam bidang militer, 

ketegangan antara kedua negara meningkat, yang ditandai dengan pembangunan 

infrastruktur pertahanan, peningkatan jumlah pasukan di wilayah perbatasan, serta 

sering terjadinya insiden bentrokan antara militer India dan China. Dari bidang 

ekonomi, ketegangan ini menyebabkan dinamika kerja sama perdagangan dan 

investasi bilateral. Dalam bidang tata internasional, konflik ini memperkuat 

dinamika geopolitik Asia, dengan India mempererat kerja sama melalui 

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) untuk menyeimbangkan China, sementara 

China memperkuat posisinya lewat inisiatif Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Dalam 

bidang  ideologi, konflik ini mendorong sentimen nasionalisme di kedua negara, 

yang berdampak pada kebijakan luar negeri masing-masing dan memperumit 

proses negosiasi untuk menyelesaikan sengketa perbatasan. Dengan demikian, 

penelitian ini menegaskan bahwa konflik teritorial di Pegunungan Himalaya tidak 

hanya berimplikasi pada keamanan perbatasan, tetapi juga mempengaruhi 

hubungan bilateral secara lebih luas, baik dalam bidang politik, ekonomi, maupun 

strategi global. Penelitian ini memberikan wawasan bagaimana konflik Teritorial 

antara dua negara tetangga dapat mempengaruhi dinamika hubungan bilateral 

keduanya yang dapat menggangu stabilitas kawasan. 

Kata Kunci: Geopolitik, Konflik Teritorial, Pegunungan Himalaya, China, India 
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(QS. Al-Baqarah: 117) 

 

“Skripsi itu bukan soal cepat atau lambat, tapi soal konsisten dan nggak nyerah” 

-Najwa Shihab- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



x 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Alhamdulillah, Tsumma Alhamdulillah, Alhamdulillah, Thumma 

Alhamdulillah, for all His mercy and blessings, which have granted the author 

health, patience, strength, and the opportunity to complete this undergraduate thesis 

titled "The Influence of Territorial Conflict In The Hiimalayan Mountains On India-

China Bilateral Relations In 2020-2023" This thesis is submitted as a requirement 

for the completion of the Bachelor's Degree (S1) in the International Relations 

Program, Faculty of Humanities, Universitas Darussalam Gontor. Ashalatu 

Wassalamu ‘Ala Rasulillah, Amma Ba’du. May we all always remain in a state of 

piety so that we may receive the intercession of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 

him) until the Day of Judgment. 

The author expresses gratitude to everyone who has provided support, both 

morally and materially, enabling this thesis to be completed as expected, even 

though it is still far from perfect. The author acknowledges that this thesis would 

not have been possible without the guidance, direction, and assistance of various 

parties. On this occasion, the author would like to extend heartfelt gratitude to: 

1. Al-Ustadz Dr. Mohamad Latief, M.A. selaku Dekan Fakultas Humaniora 

Universitas Darussalam Gontor. Al-Ustadz Dr. Mohamad Latief, M.A., as 

the Dean of the Faculty of Humanities, Universitas Darussalam Gontor. 

2. Al-Ustadzah Novi Rizka Amalia, S.IP., M.A., as the Head of the 

International Relations Program, Universitas Darussalam Gontor. 

3. Al-Ustadzah Ida Susilowati, M.A., as the author's academic advisor, who 

has provided immense moral support, encouragement, and patience, as well 



xi 
 

as guidance from the beginning of the study until the completion of this 

thesis. Thank you for all the valuable insights and information that have 

greatly contributed to the completion of this work. 

4. All lecturers of the International Relations Program, who have generously 

shared their knowledge, advice, blessings, and unwavering support 

throughout our academic journey at Universitas Darussalam Gontor.  

5. With the utmost respect and deep affection, I dedicate this thesis to my first 

love, my role models, and my heaven on earth my beloved parents, Father 

Mohamad Ridwan Dgm and Mother Nur Asia S. Abdul Kadir. Thank you 

for your boundless love, endless prayers, unwavering support, invaluable 

advice, and generous contributions, which have always been a guiding light 

in every step of this journey. Thank you for always being by my side and 

for being the reason I was able to complete this thesis and earn my degree. 

Aba, Mama, your little girl has now grown up and is ready to pursue even 

greater dreams. 

6. To my beloved siblings, Sarah Aulia Syaharani, Muhammad Adil 

Izzanudin, and Shafa Aisyah Balqis. Thank you for your unwavering 

support, care, and sincere prayers. Though you sometimes test my patience, 

your presence and love have always brought color to this journey.  

7. To my fellow comrades in Virtuous Generation, especially my beloved 

family "Aset Negara," the International Relations students of the 2021 

cohort. Thank you for the incredible four years of togetherness and support. 

From you, I have learned that sincerity, patience, and wholeheartedness are 

the most beautiful things in life. 



xii 
 

8. To my fellow travelers from Poso and Kendari who have become family in 

this foreign land, thank you for the togetherness, support, as well as the 

laughter and stories that have colored this journey. With you, every 

challenge feels lighter, and every moment becomes a precious memory. 

9. To my roommates of 107 Faza, "Ma’cik Garam Madu," thank you for your 

help, support, encouragement, and unwavering prayers. Without the 

craziness and laughter we shared, my days at UNIDA would not have been 

as beautiful and exciting. May this bond remain everlasting in every step we 

take forward. 

10. To all those who have provided assistance and support in the writing of this 

thesis, whose names cannot be mentioned one by one, the author extends 

the deepest gratitude. 

11. Lastly, to the simple woman with high aspirations yet sometimes difficult 

to understand the author of this paper, myself, Nanda Putri Khalifah. A 

second child, 22 years old, often described as stubborn but at times just like 

any other child. Thank you for all the struggles, patience, perseverance, and 

prayers that have accompanied every step of this challenging journey. You 

are amazing for completing this long journey, even when tears and anxiety 

often came your way, for continuing to move forward despite the hardships. 

Always be happy, wherever and whenever you are. Celebrate your presence 

and shine wherever you set foot. 

 



xiii 
 

Lastly, the author hopes that every prayer and support given will be rewarded 

in the best way by Allah SWT, with abundant mercy and ease in all matters. May 

this research serve as a reference for future studies and bring benefits to us all.  

Aamiin Ya Rabbal ‘Alamiin. 

 

Ponorogo, 10 February 2025 

 

 

 

     Nanda Putri Khalifah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


