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ABSTRACT

CHINA'S STRATEGY TO ACHIEVE GEOECONOMIC INTERESTS IN
KAZAKHSTAN THROUGH THE BELT ROAD INITIATIVE

Dini Dzulfa Hilaliah
42202158023

This study aims to examine China's strategy for achieving its national interests
through the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in Kazakhstan. The primary focus of the
research is to analyze China's national interests and the strategies employed through
the Belt and Road Initiative. This research utilizes a qualitative methodology with a
case study approach that emphasizes observation and analysis of the occurring
phenomena. Data is gathered through a literature review and analysis of secondary
sources, including government documents, academic articles, and publications from
research organizations. The findings reveal that key variables of national interest play
an important role. The strategies implemented by China include: (1) Investment in
infrastructure, (2) strengthening economic cooperation in infrastructure and natural
resources, and (3) enhancing market access through infrastructure. The strategies
involve diplomacy, long-term economic agreements, and strengthening cross-border
connectivity through rail networks and energy sector investments. Data collection
techniques include literature studies, analysis of official documents, and secondary
data from policy reports and academic journals. The results indicate that China has
applied various strategies. The analysis in this study shows that while the BRI brings
economic benefits to Kazakhstan, there are risks of dependency that could influence
the country's domestic policies. This study also discusses how China's strategies in
the BRI not only impact the economic aspect but also have political and diplomatic
implications for the stability of Central Asia.

Keywords: China’s Interests,China’s Strategy, Belt and Road Initiative, Kazakhstan
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ABSTRAK

STRATEGI CHINA UNTUK MENCAPAI KEPENTINGAN NATIONAL DI
KAZAKHSTAN MELALUI BELT ROAD INITIATIVE

Dini Dzulfa Hilaliah
422021518023

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk meneliti terkait dengan strategi China untuk mencapai
kepentingan nasionalnya melalui Belt and Road Initiative di Kazakhstan. Fokus
utama penelitian adalah menganalisis kepentingan nasional China dengan strategi
yang digunakan melalui Belt and Road Intiative. Penelitian ini menggunakan
metodologi kualitatif dengan pendekatan studi kasus yang menekankan pada
pengamatan dan analisis fenomena yang terjadi. Data diperoleh melalui tinjauan
literatur dan analisis sumber-sumber sekunder, termasuk dokumen pemerintah, artikel
akademis, dan publikasi dari organisasi penelitian. Temuan-temuan tersebut
menggambarkan bahwa variable-variable utama dari kepenrtingan nasionalnya
memainkan peran penting. Strategi yang di terapkan China yaitu: (1) Keamanan
energi dan aksess sumber daya alam (2) penguatan kerjasama ekonomi dalam
pembangunan infrastruktur (3) Stabilitas wilayah perbatasan China (4) Ekspansi pasar
dan integrasi ekonomi regional. Strategi yang diterapkan melibatkan diplomasi,
perjanjian ekonomi jangka panjang, serta penguatan konektivitas lintas batas melalui
jalur kereta dan investasi sektor energi. Teknik pengumpulan data dilakukan melalui
studi literatur, analisis dokumen resmi, serta data sekunder dari laporan kebijakan dan
jurnal akademik. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa China menerapkan berbagai
strategi. Analisis dalam penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa meskipun BRI
memberikan manfaat ekonomi bagi Kazakhstan, terdapat risiko ketergantungan yang
dapat memengaruhi kebijakan domestik negara tersebut. Studi ini juga membahas
bagaimana strategi strategi China dalam BRI tidak hanya berdampak pada aspek
ekonomi, tetapi juga memiliki implikasi politik dan diplomatik bagi stabilitas
kawasan Asia Tengah.

Kata Kunci: Kepentingan China, Strategi China, Belt and Road Initiative,
Kazakhstan
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(QS At Talag: 2-3)

Artinya: "Barangsiapa yang bertakwa kepada Allah, niscaya Dia akan membukakan
jalan keluar baginya. Dan memberinya rezeki dari arah yang tiada disangka-
sangkanya. Dan barangsiapa yang bertawakal kepada Allah, niscaya Allah akan
mencukupkan (keperluan)-nya. Sesungguhnya Allah melaksanakan urusan yang
(dikehendaki)-Nya, sesungguhnya Allah telah mengadakan ketentuan bagi tiap-tiap

sesuatu”.

viii



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Alhamdulillah, all praise is only for Allah SWT who has bestowed His mercy
and grace, so that it has provided an opportunity to learn and smoothness in working
on a thesis with the title “China’s Strategy To Achieve National Interest In
Kazakhstan Throught The Belt and Road Initaitive” which is the final project as one
of the requirements for completing the Bachelor of Undergraduate Program in the
International Relations Study Program, Faculty of Humanities, Universitas
Darussalam Gontor. Shalawat and salam may always be poured out to our lord, the
Prophet Muhammad SAW, who has brought syafa'at to Muslims.

Praise and gratitude are due to Allah SWT for all His blessings, grace, and
gifts that have provided knowledge, experience, strength, patience, and opportunities
so that researchers can complete this thesis. However, the researcher realizes that
without the help and support of various parties, this thesis cannot be completed
properly. In the process of preparation until its completion, the researcher has
received a lot of help in the form of time, energy, and thoughts from various parties.
In connection with this, on this occasion the researcher would like to express his
deepest gratitude to:

1. Al-Ustadz Dr. Mohammad Latief, M.A., as Dean of Faculty of Humanities,

Darussalam Gontor University

2. Al-Ustdzah Novi Rizka Amalia, S.IP., M.A., as Head of the International

Relations Study Program at Darussalam Gontor University.



. Al-Ustadzah Afni Regita Cahyani Muis, S.IP.,M.A. as the author's supervisor,
who has provided mental encouragement, enthusiasm and vii enormous
patience that has guided the compiler from the beginning until the time of the
process of compiling this thesis, thank you for providing a lot of input to the
compiler and providing a lot of information in the preparation of this thesis.
All lecturers of International Relations who have provided knowledge,
advice, blessings, and endless support during the researcher's education at
Darussalam Gontor University.
. All struggles to this point the author dedicates to the most valuable family,
Mr. Andi Bagasela, Mrs. Tri Yuni Kirana, Ade Naya Aulia Andini who are
not tired of always motivating to always move forward and always pray for
every step.
I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the family of Aki Ruba and
Ni Emay for their prayers and unwavering support in every aspect. Ua Adang,
Mang Dudy, Tante Diah, Mamy Tya, Aa Arya, Abang Angga, Kaka Dani, Ade
Milan, Uni Cahaya
. All Virtuous Generation comrades-in-arms, especially "Aset Negara”
International Relations students of the Class of 2021 who have helped,
embraced, and supported each other through semester after semester until
now, thank you for all your prayers and support.
. To my beloved roommate “Makcik 107 Thank you for always being there
with your unwavering support, guidance, and endless help. Your kindness and

positivity brighten every day. | am grateful for your constant encouragement



10.

11.

12.

and the warmth you bring to our home. Here's to a friendship that grows
stronger every day. With heartfelt apprection, Adellya, Alya, Nanda Putri,
Mazzaya,Anjani.

To “Mak Rempong” who has always supported, prayed for, and encouraged
me, | am truly grateful. Tariska Syarthary, Assika Fitri, Fatima Hannah,
Wasilah Hidayah,

For “Lillah friends” Selfina Nur, Azkiatul Maula, Windy Widiyawaty,Indah
Fauziah, Maslakhatul Sholihah, Sifia Mutiara, Zulfa Afifah,Maulidia
Mahmudah, Azim Auliya, MaritzaUssholihah,Sundari Fortuna, Kurnia Laili,
Salsabila Khoirunissa, Lutfiyah Yuanita, Maulida Putri,Onykene,Siska Sri,
Deva Maharani, Lia,Nabila Salma, Saffanah,Alifya , who always remind me
about goodness and are pleace to complain.

To Teteh Patriot Thank you for your endless encouragement and unwavering
support, always standing strong and never falling behind. Your spirit and
dedication inspire me more than words can say. | am truly blessed to have
your relentless positivity and strength by my side. With deepest gratitude,
Auliya Hafidz, Salsabiela Sakinah,Regina Husna, Fatma, Citra, Fara Kamilah,
Nurul.

To all my peers who have contributed to the completion of this thesis, and

whose names | cannot mention one by one, | extend my deepest gratitude.

Xi



Finally, the researcher hopes that all the support and prayers that have been
given will be rewarded abundantly by Allah SWT. May Allah SWT give him
mercy and facilitate all his affairs. Hopefully this research can be a reference
for further research and provide benefits for all of us.

Aamiin Ya Rabbal ‘Alamiin.

Ngawi, 21 February 2025

Dini Dzulfa Hilaliah

Xii



GLOSARIUM

CNPC: China National Petroleum Corporation
CBD: China Development Bank

Exim Bank : China Export-Import Bank

SCO : Shanghai Cooperation Organization
GDI : Global Development Initiative

GSI : Global Security Initiative

IMF : International Monetary Fund

AlIB : Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank

GDP : Gross Domestic Product
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