
xii 
 

Table of Contents 

 

ABSTRAK .............................................................................................................. ii 

ABSTRACT........................................................................................................... iii 

OFFICIAL NOTE ................................................................................................. iv 

LETTER OF LEGITIMATION ............................................................................ v 

DECLARATION ................................................................................................. vii 

MOTTO ............................................................................................................... viii 

DEDICATION...................................................................................................... ix 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .................................................................................... x 

TABLE OF CONTENT ...................................................................................... xii 

 

CHAPTER I ...................................................................................................................... 1 

INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................................... 1 

A. Background of Study ......................................................................................... 1 

B. Formulation of The Problem ........................................................................... 11 

C. Objectives of Study ........................................................................................... 11 

D. Benefits of Study ............................................................................................... 12 

1. Theoretical Contributions ........................................................................... 12 

2. Practical Contributions ............................................................................... 12 

E. Literature Review ............................................................................................. 13 

F. Theoretical Framework .................................................................................... 20 

G. Research Methodology .................................................................................... 25 

1. Type of Research ......................................................................................... 25 

2. The Technique of Data Collection ............................................................. 27 

3. The Technique of Discussion Approach ................................................... 29 

4. The Technique of Discussion Method ....................................................... 30 



xiii 
 

H. System of Study ................................................................................................ 33 

CHAPTER II .................................................................................................................. 35 

INTELLECTUAL BIOGRAPHY OF SANDRA HARDING ..................................... 35 

A. Life and Educational Background .................................................................. 35 

1. Formal Education and Doctoral Works .................................................... 37 

2. Academic Career and Institutional Engagement ..................................... 38 

B. Contributions to Feminist Epistemology ....................................................... 42 

C. Sandra Harding’s Seminal Works .................................................................. 50 

CHAPTER III ................................................................................................................. 54 

THE FORMULATION OF SANDRA HARDING’S STANDPOINT THEORY ..... 54 

A. The Root of Standpoint Theory ....................................................................... 54 

1. Historical to Development ......................................................................... 54 

a. Philosophical and Economic Manuscripts (1844), also known as the 

"Paris Manuscripts" ................................................................................ 59 

b. The Holy Family (1845, co-authored with Friedrich Engels)............... 60 

c. The German Ideology (1846) ................................................................. 60 

2. Theoretical .................................................................................................... 62 

B. Sandra Harding’s standpoint epistemology ................................................. 69 

1. Harding’s Point of Departure: From Marxism to Feminist Standpoint 69 

2. Harding’s epistemic innovation: strong objectivity and situated 

knowledge .................................................................................................... 82 

3. A critical analysis of Sandra Harding’s Standpoint Epistemology .......... 114 

1. Bias Paradox ............................................................................................... 114 

2. False Universalism .................................................................................... 120 

CHAPTER IV ............................................................................................................... 130 

STANDPOINT EPISTEMOLOGY IN ISLAMIC CONTEXT .................................. 130 

A. The Epistemology of Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas.......................... 130 

1. The Concept of Knowledge in Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas’s 

Perspective ................................................................................................. 131 

2. The Process of Knowing in Islam ............................................................ 136 



xiv 
 

B. Critique of Harding’s Epistemology in Al-Attas’s Epistemological 

Perspective ...................................................................................................... 144 

1. Critique of Harding’s Emphasis on “Strong Objectivity” .................... 145 

2. Experience and Revelation in the Construction of Knowledge ........... 146 

3. The Islamic Context on Subjectivity and Objectivity ............................ 147 

4. Knowledge as an Integrated .................................................................... 148 

CHAPTER V ................................................................................................................ 150 

CLOSING ..................................................................................................................... 150 

A. Conclusion ....................................................................................................... 150 

B. Sugesstion ........................................................................................................ 152 

 

 


