ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini membahas dampak penempatan sistem pertahanan Terminal
High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) oleh Amerika Serikat dan Korea Selatan
terhadap dinamika hubungan diplomatik Korea Selatan dan Tiongkok pada periode
2017 — 2022. Penempatan THAAD dilatarbelakangi dengan meningkatnya
ancaman rudal balistik Korea Utara, namun memicu ketegangan diplomatik karena
Tiongkok memandang sistem tersebut sebagai ancaman terhadap keamanan
nasionalnya. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif untuk menganalisis
dampak politik, keamanan, dan ekonomi dari penempatan THAAD serta peran
interdependensi ekonomi dalam menjaga stabilitas hubungan bilateral. Hasil
penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa penempatan THAAD menimbulkan sanksi
informal Tiongkok yang berdampak pada sektor pariwisata, investasi, dan hiburan
Korea Selatan. Pada aspek politik dan keamanan, hubungan kedua negara
mengalami ketegangan signifikan, meskipun normalisasi berhasil dicapai melalui
kebijakan Three No’s Policy. Namun demikian, interdependensi ekonomi yang
tinggi antara kedua negara tetap menjadi faktor penting dalam menjaga
kesinambungan hubungan bilateral. Temuan ini menegaskan bahwa kebijakan
pertahanan suatu negara memiliki konsekuensi luas terhadap hubungan diplomatik

dan stabilitas regional.
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ABSTRACT

This study discusses the impact of the deployment of the Terminal High
Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) defense system by the United States and South
Korea on the dynamics of South Korea-China diplomatic relations in the period
2017 —2022. The deployment of THAAD was motivated by North Korea's growing
ballistic missile threat, but it sparked diplomatic tensions as China views the system
as a threat to its national security. This study uses qualitative methods to analyze
the political, security, and economic impacts of the placement of THAAD as well
as the role of economic interdependence in maintaining the stability of bilateral
relations. The results of this study show that the placement of THAAD invokes
informal Chinese sanctions which has an impact on South Korea's tourism,
investment, and entertainment sectors. In terms of political and security aspects,
relations between the two countries have experienced significant tensions, although
normalization has been achieved through the Three No's Policy. Nevertheless, the
high economic interdependence between the two countries remains an important
factor in maintaining the continuity of bilateral relations. These findings confirm
that a country's defense policy has far-reaching consequences for diplomatic

relations and regional stability.
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